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12 February   7:00 PM 
 
“Just War Theology:  
354 A.D.— 3 June 1963, 
From Saint Augustine  to  
Blessed Pope John XXIII” 
 
Most Rev. Thomas Gumbleton, J.C.D. 
Auxiliary Bishop, Detroit  

5 March  7:00 PM 
 
“Guns & Roses, Forget-Me-Nots, 
and Poppies: Perpetual War, 
Systematic Injustice, and         
Local Violence” 
 
Prof. Mary Jo Iozzio, Ph.D. 
Professor of Moral Theology, Barry University 

19 February  7:00 PM 
 
“Restorative Justice in the 
Church: Moving Forward 
Amidst Challenging and  
Divisive Times” 
 
Prof. Lisa Fullam, Th.D. 
Associate Professor of Moral Theology, JST, Berkeley 

 
 12 March  7:00 PM 
 
 “All the Warring Parties   
Want Peace: Why Peace Is    
Unattainable in Afghanistan 
and Other Nations” 
 
Dhr. Gie Goris, Lic.Theo. 
Editor-in-Chief, MO* Magazine, Belgium 

26 February   7:00 PM 
 

“World Peace and  
Women in the Church” 
 

 
Rev. Msgr. Harry Schlitt 
President, God Squad Productions, Inc., San Francisco 

19 March   7:00 PM 
 

“The Spirituality  
of Peace” 

 
 
Most Rev. George Niederauer, Ph.D. 
Archbishop Emeritus, San Francisco 

The evening begins with a Lenten Soup Supper at 6:15 PM in the Parish Hall, followed by the Lenten Lecture. 

Location:   Saint Rita Catholic Church, 100 Marinda Drive, Fairfax CA 94930 

All are invited.  For further information and Soup Supper reservations please call: 415-456-4815 

SAINT  RITA  LENTEN  LECTURE  SERIES  2013 
 Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Pacem in Terris

  
 

Novena in St. Dominic’s Catholic Church 
2390 Bush Street, San Francisco, CA 94115 

  

Shrine of St. Jude Thaddeus 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes 
Novena 

Feb. 3 – 11, 2013 

Fr. Donald Bramble, OP  

Novena Preacher

Send petitions to: Shrine of St. Jude Thaddeus 
Fr. Allen Duston, O.P. 

P.O. Box 15368, San Francisco, CA 94115-0368 
www.stjude-shrine.org  (415) 931-5919  

Masses:  
Mon–Sat: 8:00 am & 5:30 pm 
Sun: 11:30 am 
(Masses preceded by the Rosary; 
blessing with the relic of St. Jude.)  

Healing Retreat & Procession,, 
SSat,  Feb. 99; 110:00  am--12 noon   

Plenty of Parking  

‘We just wanted to give something back to the kids’
2 St. Matthew 7th graders honored for raising money for needy county kids’ Christmas gifts

DANA PERRIGAN
CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO

The last time their birthdays rolled around, Wil-
liam La Herran and Judy Shamshikh – two seventh 
graders at St. Matthew School in San Mateo – were 
on the receiving end: A big San Francisco Giants fan, 
William took in an array of  Giants paraphernalia, 
including a coveted Brian Wilson jersey; a fan of  
high-tech electronic devices, Judy was given a new 
laptop and iPhone.

This year, it was all about giving.
Shortly before their 13th birthdays this past No-

vember, William and Judy had an idea: They decided 
to hold a joint birthday party. Instead of  asking for 
presents, they would solicit funds from friends and 
family. Whatever they collected would be used to buy 
Christmas presents for children less fortunate than 
themselves.

“We just wanted to give something back to the 
kids,” says Judy. “We already have so much.”

“It just seemed like the right thing to do,” says Wil-
liam. “The money goes to people who really need it.”

William said they got the idea from his older sister, 
who donated the money she received on one of  her 
birthdays to the SPCA.

Kids could pick out their own gifts
William and Judy, who have been friends since 

they started kindergarten at St. Matthew, raised 
$1,385. When they turned the money over to Lorna 
Strachan, manager of  the San Mateo County 
Children’s Fund, they were told that their donation 
would make it possible for 52 children to receive gifts 
this Christmas.

“She told us about how the money would go to the 
kids,” says Judy, “and that they could pick out their 
own gifts.”

Created by a group of  social workers more than 20 
years ago, the Children’s Fund was initially designed 
to help children in the county‘s foster care system 
at Christmas. It has since expanded to a year-round 
effort that includes low-income children and youth 
involved in other county programs.

“Last year,” says Strachan, “we served 3,600 kids 
over the holiday season. We have never had a wish, 
that we know of, that hasn’t been fi lled. It’s a huge 
effort.” 

The effort, says Strachan, involves about 150 volun-
teers receiving and distributing gifts and contribu-
tions from local businesses and individuals through-
out the county. One hundred percent of  the money 
collected is used to purchase gifts.

“It’s a very fast-paced, tech-oriented economy,” 
says Amanda Kim, spokeswoman for San Mateo 
County’s Human Services Agency. “There’s a strong 
contrast between people who have a lot and others 
who have very little. When you see a parent fi ll out a 
request for their child and ask for diapers, it’s very 
touching.”

The contrast has not been lost on William and Judy.

‘Raised the Catholic way’
“Judy always thinks of  other people fi rst,” says her 

mother, Mona Shamshikh, who remembers when 
her daughter gave up the lead role in the school play 
in the third grade to a distraught friend. “We were 
raised the Catholic way. She just wanted to see the 
smile on the other kid’s face.”

“I feel fortunate that my children don’t have to 
want for things,” says William’s mother Nicki La 
Herran. “Because of  what his (William’s) older sister 
did, it was kind of  on their radar to want to help 
others.”

In recognition of  their contribution, William and 
Judy received a commendation at the Dec. 11 meet-
ing of  the San Mateo County Board of  Supervisors.

“The supervisors thought that what they did was 
really awesome,” says Lorraine Simmons, chief  leg-
islative aid to board president Adrienne Tissier.

Those interested in donating items or making a 
cash donation can visit the website for the Children’s 
Fund or call (650) 802-5152. Those interested in volun-
teering should call (650) 599-1089.

“We have so many children who need items 
throughout the year,” says Strachan. 

While San Mateo ranks among the wealthiest 
counties in the state, there are signifi cant pockets of  
poverty scattered throughout. 

(PHOTO COURTESY AMANDA KIM)

Pictured at a San Mateo County Board of Supervisors meeting 
Dec. 11 are board president Adrienne J. Tissier with St. Mat-
thew School seventh graders William La Herran Jr. and Judy 
Shamshikh. The board honored the students for raising $1,385 
for the San Mateo County Children’s fund. 




